
INFORMAL SESSION MINUTES
July 6, 2015 2:00 p.m. Commissioners’ Office Conference Room

PRESENT: Commissioners Allen Springer, Mary Starrett, and Stan Primozich.

Staff: Laura Tschabold, Christian Boenisch, Ted Smietana, and Brian Van Bergen.

Guests: Nicole Montesano, News-Register; Anne Lane; Jim Culbert; Derek Godwin; and
Steven Rupp.

* indicates item forwarded to formal agenda

Allen called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

Community Justice Department update - Ted Smietana provided a brief department update. He
discussed the outcome of the department audit and expects to have the report back within 30 days
and respond with a substituted plan for compliance. He said there were concerns regarding
building access and alternatives for staff to access the building.

He added that John Lynch has been selected from the recent in-house recruitment to fill a
position created and approved during the budget cycle, as the Juvenile Probation Manager.

* Contracts/Grants/Fees - see agenda for details.

* Committees - Approve the following appointments to the Employee Safety Advisory
Committee for 3-year terms to expire July 2018:
a. Appoint Candice Bernard, Sheriff’s Office
b. Reappoint Roma Fuerst, HHS

Accept the resignation of Brenda Hopper, Dept. Of Community Justice, from the Employee
Safety Advisory Committee.

Capital Improvement
* Approve the revised 2015-16 Capital Improvement List to add $8,000 to replace the HVAC

unit in HHS Administration.

* Approve an updated Jail Capital Improvement Projects List.

Parks Board update - Anne Lane, Chair and Jim Culbert, Vice-Chair for the Yamhill County
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, provided a status update on county parks and properties.
They discussed the Whiteson Master Planning Agreement with the University of Oregon. Anne
said that the Parks Board was approached by an organization that owns Fendall Hall School
House and offered it to the county and are currently in the process of acquiring the property.
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There was further discussion regarding funding for the renovation process and maintenance of
the property. (See Exhibit A)

Family Community Health - Derek Godwin explained the need for the Polk and Yamhill County
Family Community Health position that was developed through a needs assessment from a joint
effort to provide OSU Extension Service staffing; preferably bilingual in Spanish.

Art Committee - Steven Rupp from the McMinnville Downtown Association Committee for
Public Art provided a brief overview of the proposed sculpture, “The Sound of One Hand
Clapping”, to replace the “Silent Words” sculpture located next to the County Clerk’s office. The
group discussed options for the concrete pad to accommodate the new piece. (See Exhibit B)

Following commissioner updates, the meeting adjourned at 3:18 p.m.

Lucy Flores Mendez
Secretary
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