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INFORMAL MINUTES
January 8, 2007 3:00 p.m. Oval Office

PRESENT: Commissioners Kathy George, Mary P. Stern, and Leslie Lewis.

Staff: John M. Gray, Jr., Laura Tschabold, Steve Mikami, Julia Staigers, Mike Brandt,
Tonya Saunders, Dave Lawson, and Richard Sly.

Guests: David Bates, News-Register.

* indicates item forwarded to formal agenda

Kathy called the meeting to order.

* Personnel - Steve presented personnel requests from various departments.  See agenda for
details.

* Contracts/Grants - See agenda for details.  John G reviewed the intergovernmental
agreement regarding the Lafayette Bridge easements and discussed the possibility of using the
Willamette River property previously removed from the surplus property sale as replacement
park property.

* Vehicles - Authorize the purchase of two new 2007 Chevrolet extended cab 4x4 pickups
from Bruce Chevrolet of Hillsboro for the Planning Department, $20,285 each, and declare unit
P-085 as surplus county property to be sold on e-Bay to the highest bidder.  Leslie stated that
John K had previously suggested a transition to more fuel efficient vehicles, but the Planning
Department needs 4x4 vehicles for the terrain they cover.

* Measure 37 - John G discussed the three claims continued from January 3, 2007.  He
recommended the denial of M37-47-06 because a break in ownership means that there has been
no reduction of property value since the acquisition date.

He suggested that M37-59-06 be continued until he is able to determine if either of the
trustors is still alive.

* Mary moved to hold a public hearing for M37-72-06.  The motion passed unanimously
and the Board agreed to schedule the hearing for February 7, 2007.

Mike presented 35 new Measure 37 claims (see attached list) and recommended
modifying, removing, or not applying the land regulations on each claim back to the respective
dates of ownership.

* Mary moved to hold a public hearing for each of the 35 claims.  For M37-93-06, M37-
95-06, M37-100-06, and M37-112-06, the motions passed unanimously.  For M37-94-06, the
motion passed with Kathy and Mary voting aye and Leslie voting no.  The five public hearings
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will be scheduled for February 7, 2007.  

The motion to hold a public hearing for M37-116-06 failed with Mary voting aye, Leslie
voting no, and Kathy recusing herself.  The motions for public hearings failed on the remaining
claims with Mary voting aye and Kathy and Leslie voting no.  John G said he would prepare the
orders for adoption on January 17, 2007.

* Transit District - Initiate the formation of the Yamhill County Transit Area, a county
service district, and set the first public hearing on formation for February 14, 2007.

John G explained that if no petition of remonstrance is received after the second public
hearing, the Board can adopt the resolution to form the district on March 14, 2007.  He stated
that the district will have no taxing authority initially, although a local option levy could be
placed on the ballot in the future.

The group discussed a letter from the City of Dundee stating that it will withdraw its
support of the district if taxes are imposed.  John G explained that the city would not be able to
withdraw from the district once it is formed unless the Board goes through the process to remove
territory.  He recommended that the Board go ahead and initiate the process to form the district
and noted that the city would have two opportunities to opt out of the district before it is formed. 
He added that the Board could also initiate the annexation process to add territory in the future. 

Tax Appeal - Dave Lawson stated that he would be meeting on January 26, 2007 with all parties
of the SP Newsprint appeal to try to reach an agreement.  He said that he can’t support the
number proposed by the Department of Justice and the Department of Revenue, but he will
probably suggest a number that can be agreed upon in order to get some closure.

O&C Revenue - Dave discussed the catastrophic financial impact on many counties of the loss of
O&C revenue and stated that there has been some talk about turning Assessment & Taxation
duties over to the state since it is an unfunded mandate.  He said that he would most likely not
oppose the proposal because it would be more cost-effective and would provide substantial
savings to the county.

Use of Force Policy - Richard Sly stated that he has been working with John G to develop a Use
of Force Policy to implement along with optional arming, which was awarded through
arbitration in April 2006 to employees covered by the Federation of Oregon Parole and
Probation Officers (FOPPO).  John G stated that the union intends to implement the optional
arming on January 16, 2007 whether or not a county policy is in place.  Richard distributed
copies and provided an overview of the proposed policy, which includes mandatory training. 
John G suggested that the Board adopt the policy on Wednesday, after which employees could
begin carrying weapons as soon as they have completed the training.  He noted that the first
training session is scheduled for January 11, 2007 in the Annex.

Leslie stated that this is a very important policy and she is disturbed by the fact that she
wouldn’t have the time necessary to do research and provide input if it is adopted on
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Wednesday.  After further discussion, the Board agreed to let Richard implement the policy with
the understanding that the Board will review it and either ratify it or make changes.

Emergency Management - The Board discussed a recent Emergency Management (EM) meeting
and agreed to schedule a follow-up meeting to allow for further discussion of concerns.  The
meeting was tentatively scheduled for February 1, 2007 at 1:30 p.m.  The group also discussed
the need to find a full-time assistant who is well-training in EM.  Kathy suggested reviewing the
Emergency Operations Plan and re-evaluating the chain of command.  Mary noted that Bob
Maca is willing to provide input if needed.  The group discussed ideas for involving department
heads in brainstorming and evaluation and agreed that moving EM to the Board’s control is a
good change because of the need to coordinate with other departments in addition to the
Sheriff’s Office.

The meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

Anne Britt
Secretary
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