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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 
 
2.30.01 Ballot Titles and Explanatory Statements; Judicial Review; Petition.  
a) If: 

(i)  a County measure is, in accordance with the law of the State on exercise of the initiative and 
referendum, referred to the voters of the County;  

(ii)  a ballot title for the measure and explanatory statement of the measure, or both, are filed with the 
Yamhill County Clerk at least 110 days before the election in accordance with that law; and 

(iii)  the: 
1. County governing body decides, as to a County measure that the governing body proposes, or 
2. Chief petitioners decide, as to a County measure that the petitioners propose by the initiative 

or the referendum, 
that the measure shall be published in the State Voters Pamphlet; and 

(iv)  A County voter is dissatisfied with the title or the statement, or both, on the ground that the title is 
not a concise and impartial statement of the purpose of the measure, or the explanatory statement 
is not an impartial, simple, and understandable statement explaining the measure and its effect,  

b) The voter may, within 20 days after the ballot title is filled with the County Clerk, and within a period not 
earlier than 5 days and not later than 10 days after the explanatory statement is filed with the County Clerk, 
petition the Circuit Court the Twelfth Judicial District to prepare another ballot title or another explanatory 
statement for the measure. Attached to the petition shall be a copy of the measure, of the challenged ballot 
title or explanatory statement, and a statement why the title or statement dissatisfy the petitioner. 

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 152 eff 02/22/78] 
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2.30.02 Ballot Titles and Explanatory Statements; Judicial Review; Procedures. The Court may then solicit 
additional written information pertinent to the measure, the ballot title, and the explanatory statement, shall afford 
the petitioner access to the information, and may then hear oral argument about the title and statement. The Court 
shall adjudicate the petition within 15 days after the petition is filed with the Clerk of the Court. 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 152 eff 02/22/78] 
 
2.30.03 Ballot Titles and Explanatory Statements; Judicial Review; Standards. 
a) If the Court finds that the ballot title is a concise and impartial statement of the purpose of the measure, the 

Court shall sustain the title as being so. If the Court finds to the contrary, it shall prepare another ballot title 
that is concise and impartial statement of the purpose of the measure. 

b) If the Court finds that the explanatory statement is an impartial, simple, and understandable statement 
explaining the measure and its effect, the Court shall sustain the statement as being so. If the Court finds to 
the contrary, it shall prepare another explanatory statement of the measure that is an impartial, simple, and 
understandable statement explaining the measure and its effect. 

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 152 eff 02/22/78] 
 
2.30.04 Ballot Titles and Explanatory Statements; Judicial Review; Submission to Secretary of State. When 
filing the measure with the Secretary of State, the County Clerk shall also file the ballot title originally prepared 
for the measure, if that title has not been subjected to judicial review or has been so subjected but sustained, and 
shall so file the title prepared by the Court if the original title has been subjected to judicial review and not 
sustained. The Clerk shall likewise file the explanatory statement originally prepared for the measure, if that 
statement has not been subjected to judicial review or has been so subjected but sustained, and shall likewise file 
the statement prepared by the Court if the original statement has been subjected to judicial review and not 
sustained. Filing of the ballot title and explanatory statement with the Secretary of State shall be no later than the 
70th day before the election. 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 152 eff 02/22/78] 
 
2.30.05 Arguments Regarding Measures.  
a) If the:  

(i)  County governing body decides, as to a County measure that the governing body proposes, or 
(ii)  Chief petitioners decide, as to a County measure that the petitioners propose by the initiative or 

the referendum 
that the measure shall be published in the State Voters Pamphlet, the County Clerk shall accept from any 
County voter or group of voters, and shall file with the Secretary of State, not later than the 70th day before 
the election, together with the measure, argument(s) supporting or opposing the measure, and a disclaimer 
statement in substantially the following form: 

 
“The printing of this argument does not constitute an indorsement by the State of Oregon or the County 
of Yamhill, nor does the State/County warrant the accuracy of truth of any statement made in this 
argument.” 
 

b) Provided:  
(i)  the argument is typewritten and can be printed in the voters pamphlet in 29.8 square inches; and 
(ii)  the argument is filed with the County Clerk at least 10 days before the time when the clerk is 

required to file the measure with the Secretary of State; and 
(iii)  the voter or group, when filing the argument, either: 

1. pays the County $300 to apply to the cost of printing; or 
2. files with the Clerk a petition signed by 1,000 voters or 10 percent of the total number of voters 

in the County 10 days before the submission, whichever number is the lesser; and 
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(iv)  the argument is accompanied by the name of the person who submitted the argument, the name of 
the organization the person represents, if any, and whether the argument supports or opposes the 
measure. 

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 152 eff 02/22/78] 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 
Adopted via Ordinance No. 152 on 02/22/1978, effective 02/22/1978 
  
 


