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1.10.01 Title. This ordinance may be cited as the “Yamhill County Code Enforcement Ordinance”. 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
 
1.10.02 Definitions. As used in this ordinance, unless the context requires otherwise: 
a) “Authorized Official” means a person authorized to issue citations under Section 1.10.05 of this ordinance.  
b) “County” means Yamhill County. 
c) “Department” means the Yamhill County Planning and Development Department. 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
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1.10.03 Authority. 
a) This ordinance is adopted under authority of ORS 203.035. The enforcement of County Ordinances is 

authorized by ORS 203.065, the establishment of violations classes is authorized by ORS 153.025, the 
creation and employment of a code enforcement officer with citation authority is authorized by ORS 
153.005(1)(f), and the issuance of citations by ORS 153.042 et sequent. The County is further and more 
specifically authorized as follows: 

(i) To enforce solid waste management laws and ordinances by ORS 459.085; 
(ii) To enforce land division and land use ordinances by ORS Chapters 92, 197, and 215; 
(iii) To enforce building codes and other structural codes by ORS 456.775 and 456.880;  
(iv) To enforce County regulation of noise sources by ORS 467.100 and/or YCC 4.25;  
(v) To enforce the County parks laws by YCC 6.05 through 6.15;  
(vi) To enforce the County’s soil erosion control laws by YCC 10.45; and 
(vii) By other provisions of law not enumerated herein. 

b) The provisions herein are intended to be supplemental to the statutory procedures of ORS Chapter 153 and 
are not, unless authorized by ORS Chapter 153 or other law, limitations upon ORS Chapter 153. 

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 932 eff 06/12/24; 
AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 940 eff 02/06/25] 
 
1.10.04 Laws Enforceable Under This Ordinance. The following ordinances, statues and regulations shall be 
enforceable under the provisions of this ordinance: 
a) Yamhill County Solid Waste Management Code, YCC 5.20;   
b) Yamhill County Land Division Code, YCC 10.40;  
c) Yamhill County Zoning Code, as amended; 
d) Yamhill County Building Code, YCC 10.05;  
e) Yamhill County General Provisions for Construction and Activities Conducted in the Public Right of Way, 

YCC 7.35, and all provisions of permits issued by the Yamhill County Department of Public Works; 
f) State law pertaining to road rights of way (e.g. ORS 368.251, ORS 368.256, and ORS 368.942);   
g) Yamhill County Parks Code, YCC 6.05, Wheatland Ferry Boat Ramp Parking Regulations, YCC 6.10, and 

Rogers Landing Park Fee Schedule, YCC 6.15;  
h) Yamhill County Noise Control Code, YCC 4.25; and 
i) Yamhill County Construction Erosion and Sediment Control Code, YCC 10.45.  
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 932 eff 06/12/24; 
AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 940 eff 02/06/25] 
 
1.10.05 Persons Authorized to Issue Citations; Investigation; Administrative Inspection Warrants.  
a) The following persons are authorized to issue citations under ordinance: 

(i) The Yamhill County Sherriff or any deputy of the Yamhill County Sheriff’s Department; 
(ii) Any other person designated as an “enforcement officer” under ORS 153.005; or 
(iii) In relation to violations of the Yamhill County Solid Waste Ordinance, the Yamhill County Land 

Division Ordinance, the Yamhill County Zoning Ordinance, the Yamhill County Building, 
Mechanical, Plumbing and Electrical Ordinance, the director of the Yamhill County Department 
of Planning and Development, or a designee thereof. 

b)  An Authorized Official may enter into any buildings and upon all property within its jurisdiction to ascertain 
whether violations of County code are present only in accordance with state and federal law and consistent 
with the following limitations: 

(i) Entry may only be done at reasonable hours. 
(ii) Before entering into any buildings or property, an Authorized Official shall first make reasonable 

efforts to notify the owner or occupant and obtain consent to enter. 
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(iii)  In the event that consent to enter into buildings or upon property is not granted, or after reasonable 
efforts the officer or authorized employee is not able to contact the owner or occupant, the 
Authorized Official may seek an administrative inspection warrant as provided in the following 
subsection (c). 

c) A judge may, upon application of an Authorized Official acting in the course of official duties, issue an 
administrative inspection warrant whenever an inspection or investigation of any place is required or 
authorized hereunder. Prior to seeking an administrative inspection warrant, an Authorized Official shall 
consult with County Counsel and obtain approval and assistance in preparing the affidavit and warrant 
documents.  

(i) An administrative inspection warrant shall be issued only upon cause, supported by an affidavit 
and motion which shall describe with particularity: 
1. The position and authority of the person applying for the administrative inspection warrant; 
2. The statue, ordinance or rule requiring or authorizing the inspection or investigation;  
3. The place, building or property to be inspected or investigated; and 
4. The purpose for which the inspection or investigation is to be made including the basis upon 

which cause exists to inspect or investigate.  
(ii) Cause shall be deemed to exist when there is probable cause to believe that a violation exists. 
(iii) Before issuing an administrative inspection warrant, the judge may examine under oath the person 

requesting the warrant or any other witness to be satisfied of the existence of the grounds to grant 
the administrative inspection warrant. 

d) If the judge is satisfied that cause for the inspection or investigation exists and that the other requirements for 
granting the administrative inspection warrant are satisfied, the judge shall issue the warrant, describing with 
particularity the name or title of the person or persons authorized to execute the warrant, the buildings or 
property to be entered, and the purpose of the inspection or investigation.  

e) The administrative inspection warrant shall contain a direction that it be executed when the owner or occupant 
is present on any day of the week between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., unless the court finds that there is cause 
to conclude that an urgent risk to the health or safety of a person or of damage to property exists.  

f) An administrative inspection warrant must be executed and returned to the court by whom it was issued within 
ten (10) days from its date, unless such court before the expiration of the time, by endorsement thereon, 
extends the time for up to an additional five (5) days. After the expiration of the time prescribed by this 
subsection, the administrative inspection warrant is void unless executed.  

g) In executing an administrative inspection warrant, the person authorized to execute the warrant, before entry, 
shall make a reasonable effort under the circumstances to contact the owner or occupant and arrange for 
execution of the administrative inspection warrant and to present the person’s credentials, authority, and 
purpose to the owner or occupant. A copy of the administrative inspection warrant shall be provided to the 
owner or occupant upon execution.  

h)  Reasonable force may be used to execute an administrative inspection warrant. If reasonable force is to be 
used, reasonable force shall be undertaken by a certified peace officer. The person authorized to execute the 
warrant may be accompanied by a peace officer during the execution of the warrant to provide for the safety 
of the participants and to enforce the order of the court to investigate or inspect the building or property. 

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 940 eff 02/06/25] 
 
1.10.06 Issuance of Warnings; Voluntary Compliance.  
a) The Director of the Yamhill County Department of Planning and Development or the Director’s designee may 

issue a warning of an alleged violation of a provision enforceable under this ordinance. If issued, a warning 
notice shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the alleged violator in person or in any other manner 
reasonably calculated to give notice of the violation, including posting or regular mail.  
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b) At the discretion of the Authorized Official, the County may delay further processing of violation enforceable 
under this ordinance while seeking voluntary compliance from the owner or occupant. This process is to be 
considered only in those cases where voluntary compliance is likely and it is found to be in the best interest 
of the County, taking into consideration the nature and severity of the violation and the history of the property 
and the person responsible.  

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
 
1.10.07 Citation and Summons Form and Content. 
a) Citation and summons shall be in the form described by ORS 153. 
b) An error in transcribing information into the blanks provided in the citation and summons form, when 

determined by the Court to be non-prejudicial to the defendant’s defense, may be corrected at the time of trial 
or prior to time of trial. Except as provided in this subsection, a complaint that does not conform to the 
requirements of this section may only be set aside by the court upon motion of the defendant before entry of 
a plea. 

c) The court may amend a citation at its discretion, in the interest of justice. 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 

 
1.10.08 Service of Citation. 
a) An authorized official shall serve a person cited as follows: 

(i) Personally;  
(ii) By delivery to a member of the person’s family over 14 years of age residing at the person’s abode 

if the person is not available at the abode for service;  
(iii) By mailing to the defendant via first class mail plus any of the following: certified, registered, or 

express mail with return receipt requested. For the purposes of this subsection (iii), service shall 
be complete on the day the defendant, or other person authorized by appointment or law, signs a 
receipt for the mailing, or seven days after the mailing, whichever occurs first. 

b) If the person receiving the citation is a firm, corporation or other organization, the citation may be issued to 
any employee, agent or representative of the firm, corporation or organization. 

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 932 eff 06/12/24] 
 
1.10.09 Prosecution. The Yamhill County Counsel, Yamhill County District Attorney, and the citing officer or 
deputy shall have authority to prosecute a person cited for committing a violation enforceable under this 
ordinance. All prosecutions shall be brought in Yamhill County Circuit Court.  
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05] 

 
1.10.10 Appearance by Defendant. 
a) The defendant shall appear in court at the time indicated in the citation and summons. If the defendant pleads 

guilty or no contest at the initial appearance, the defendant must describe to the court the defendant’s plan on 
how and when the defendant will abate the violation, if it is a violation capable of abatement. The plan must 
be satisfactory to the County.  

b) If the defendant does not appear in court at the time indicated in the summons, the court shall enter a judgment 
against the defendant in an amount equal to the maximum fine set forth in ORS 153.018, together with court 
costs, administrative fees, and any special costs.  

c) If the defendant requests a trial, the court shall fix a date and time for a trial in accordance with ORS 153.  
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
 
1.10.11 Trial Proceedings.  
a) A trial on any violation shall be tried to the court sitting without jury. 
b) The County shall have the burden of proof of the alleged violation by a preponderance of the evidence. 
c) The pretrial discovery rules in ORS 135.805 to 135.873 shall apply.  
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d) The defendant may not be required to be a witness in the hearing. 
e) Defense Counsel shall not be provided at public expense. 
f) Proof of a culpable mental state is not an element of a violation unless expressly provided in the ordinance 

alleged to have been violated. 
g) The District Attorney or County Counsel may aid in preparing evidence and obtaining witnesses but, except 

upon good cause shown to the court, shall not appear in violation proceedings unless counsel for the defendant 
appears. The court shall ensure that the district attorney or county counsel is given timely notice if defense 
counsel is to appear at trail.  

h) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the court may admit as evidence in any trial in a violation 
proceeding the affidavit or declaration of a witness in lieu of taking the testimony of the witness orally and in 
court, subject to the limitations set forth in ORS 153.080  

i) In any trial in which the District Attorney or County Counsel does not appear, the Authorized Official who 
issued the citation for the offense may present evidence, examine and cross-examine witnesses, and make 
arguments relating to: 

(i) The application of statues and rules to the facts in the case; 
(ii) The literal meaning of the statues or rules at issue in the case; 
(iii) The admissibility of evidence; and 
(iv) Proper procedures to be used in the trail. 

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 923 eff 02/02/23] 
 
1.10.12 Failure of Defendant to Appear. At the discretion of the County, if a person cited and notified of a court 
appearance as provided in this ordinance fails to appear at either the initial appearance noticed on the summons 
or at a subsequent trail scheduled by the court, a complaint or information may be filed charging the defendant 
with failure to appear on a citation, a Class “A” misdemeanor pursuant to ORS 153.992. The complaint or 
information may be accompanied by a warrant for the arrest of the defendant. 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
 
1.10.13 Fines.  
a) Any individual, firm, or corporation, whether as principal, agent, or employee, who violates any provision 

enforceable under this ordinance, shall be punishes upon conviction by a fine of not more than the maximum 
fine provided under ORS 153.018 for each separate violation.  

b) Failure to comply with a provision enforceable under this ordinance may be counted as a separate violation 
for each day that non-compliance continues. At the discretion of the County, fines may be calculated 
cumulative for ongoing violations.  

c) Except where otherwise provided, all violations are designated Class “A” violations pursuant to ORS 153.025. 
d) The court may impose reasonable court costs in addition to any fine levied by the court, 
e) If a fine ordered by the court remains unpaid 60 days after the judgment becomes final, the defendant is 

personally liable to the County for the amount of the unpaid fines, and the total amount of fines, costs, and/or 
fees owed to the County pursuant to the court’s order shall be recorded as a lien in the County Clerk lien 
record as authorized by ORS 30.460.  

f) A court’s order recorded in the County Clerk lien record shall have the same effect and may be enforced as 
provided in ORS 205.125 and ORS 205.126. 

[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 932 eff 06/12/24] 
 
1.10.14 Order of Abatement; Injunctive Relief.  
a) A court may on its own motion, and shall upon request of an Authorized Official, order a defendant to abate 

any violation of which the defendant is found guilty or enters a plea of guilty or no contest. The court shall 
set a time by which the defendant must abate the violation and may set other conditions on the order of 
abatement as necessary. Any abatement order shall include authorization for an Authorized Official to enter 
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the property to determine compliance with the code and compliance with an order to abate. Any failure to 
abate the violation as ordered by the court shall be contempt of court.  

b) A court shall, upon request of an Authorized Official, authorize the County to enter the property for the 
purposes of abating the violation using County resources. The County shall be entitled to recover all of its 
costs that are reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in its successful abatement of a violation, including, 
but not limited tom the costs, expenses, salaries, and overhead costs of officers, employee, and contractors.  

c) An Authorized Official may file with the court, with a copy to the defendant, a signed and detailed statement 
identifying the costs associated with the County’s abatement actions. The court shall award the abatement 
costs as described unless the court finds the costs or disbursements unreasonable. If the court so finds, the 
court shall award an amount for the abatement costs that the court deems reasonable. All abatement costs so 
awarded shall be made a money judgment in favor of the County. 

d) An Authorized Official may record a money judgment as a lien on any affected property and may otherwise 
pursue recovery of a money judgment in accordance with applicable law. The authorized Official shall be 
responsible for, in consultation with County Counsel, ensuring that a satisfaction of judgment and release of 
lien is executed and filed as appropriate, once any money judgment is paid in full.  

e) If an Authorized Official has reason to believe that a violation may cause immediate harm to the public health, 
safety, or welfare, the Authorized Official may, with the assistance of County Counsel, institute a complaint 
in the Yamhill County Circuit Court for injunctive relief, a writ of assistance, a receivership order, or other 
appropriate proceedings to temporarily or permanently prevent and/or enjoin the violation.   

f) The remedies provided in this section are in addition to all other remedies provided by law. 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 923 eff 02/02/23] 

 
1.10.15 Disposition of Money Received. In accordance with ORS 203.065 (4), fines and costs recovered by the 
County shall be paid to the clerk of the circuit court. The clerk shall deduct the court costs in the proceedings and 
pau the remainder to the County Treasurer. The Treasurer shall pay these sums to the Department of Planning 
and Development.  
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
 
1.10.16 Other Remedies Preserved. Nothing in this ordinance is intended to prevent other legal action against a 
person alleged to have violated a provision enforceable under this ordinance. The Board, County Counsel, District 
Attorney, or any person whose interest is or maybe affected by violation of a provision enforceable under this 
ordinance may take whatever legal or equitable action is necessary to abate a nuisance or seek damages regardless 
of whether an action has been commenced under this ordinance.  
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
 
1.10.17 [REPEALED] 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; REPEALED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
 
1.10.18 Intergovernmental Agreements. The Board of Commissioners may enter into intergovernmental 
agreement with a city or cities in Yamhill County to further the purpose of this ordinance. An agreement under 
this section shall be in accordance with ORS Chapter 190. 
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05] 

 
1.10.19 Establishment of Rules. The County Administrator may establish procedures to carry out this ordinance.  
[ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 755 eff 03/09/05; AMENDED VIA ORDINANCE 923 eff 02/02/23] 
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