
 
 
 

Technical Memorandum 
 
To: Tommy Brooks 

Date: December 29, 2014 

Subject: Coccidiosis in Goats and Sheep 
 
 
 
CSA was asked to research the academic articles on coccidia transmissions from birds to goats in follow-up to testimony 
provided to the record by McPhillips Farms.   
 
Attached to this memo is a current scientific review of the disease in goats and sheep from 2012 prepared for the 
academic journal, “Small Ruminant Research”.  Also attached are article abstracts from research in Brazil, 
Czechoslovakia, and the United States.   
 
The literature review reveals the following key points: 
 

1. Coccidiosis is a general term for the clinical condition caused by parasitic infection from many different species 
of protozoa within the genus Eimeria.  The literature states that the protozoa that infect sheep and goats are, 
“specific to each host.”  In other words, the species that infect sheep are spread by and between sheep. 
 

2. The academic research indicates that Coccidia are present in sheep and goat populations throughout the 
world.  Studies in Brazil and Czechoslovakia were found in over 90% of the goats within the study populations.  
Management and control of the disease is common the world over and is part and parcel to sheep and goat 
farming. 
 

3. The academic research indicates that kids and lambs are often infected at a young age but not all experience 
clinical symptoms.  Immunity rises rapidly after weaning. 
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